The

National Intelligence

Published by the Dirscter of Contral intolligence for Nemed Principais Only

_...Declassified and
& ' Approved for Release
.+ July 2000

TO SFCRryY

WEDNESDAY 11 JANUARY 1978

VOLUME $, NUMBER 008

potitical partios and I lador and cherch
Government's position In the watioml Nned lant July clrcles. Although he has prociaimed that
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govern.
frand tn the ploblect

The government position waa carefully
wotded 10 appeal to the streag
nstionslism of the Chiloars: Pinochet
herehy ssvsred himmell of aa overwheim.
ing sdvantage againet those growpe that
neped 8 negotive vote.

Pinochet's victory will consolidate hls
aupport withie the military, perticulsrly
ihe army. where dowbt aboui his judgment
and icadership was beginning to spread,
snd will rea(Mirmm hie preeminent position
in the junia. As o result, he will have o
frees hond ia many sreas.

Domentie Policy
Pinochet will not hesitate to point 10 the
ferendum reswlts sa evid of Mo

government's leghtimecy end of bis ovn
political sstutences. He has remarked that
there witt be no more slections or voling
e a decade, and evidently fntonds to act
2 though e now has s mandate for the
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P the .
iy jations with Washington re-
mala & Aundsmental objective of his

protesied the call for the

h-uuanmmom—dthvm-

‘Ale Force chiel Leigh and Navy chief
Merino—may be forced to step aside.
Leigh In stilt siping st Pinochet.
Although he has publicy resfMirmed his
loyalty and brushed off soggestions of &
split la the
K}

e

agry dictator. Lelgh also slleged
thet the CTA Is hacking hard-liners in
hopes of toppling the President,

Laigh's motives are far from clear, but
M statements—~almost cerinin to
feak—will make his position even more
wntenable, Lelgh may be teylng to
provoke Pinochet Into removing him,
perhapa on the amemption thet suck a
ntep would catalyze opporition withia the
srmed services and leed 1o Pinochet's
removal. .

N Polley

Pinochet has streesed that Ria govern-
ment will sow adopt & more egpressive
foreign policy,. prisemably including 8
harder line towsrd the UN snd other

eritica.
1t Is difficult to judge how he will plsy

. Pinochet probably believes
that » apecific quid pro quo——such as sup-
port for Chile's requests for loans through

ioasl A § hould be
forthcoming in return for fusther
cesponses on human rghis lasues. The
Chilean npr % 10 the 118 for mediatk
on the Reagle Channel dispute with
Argenting demonstrates some hope for
good relations with the US.

Chile has made substantial progrom In
irapeoving its human rights practices, and
most Chileans probably resent what they
regard as o Iack of recognition of this
change. Among the improvements noted

are:

® A maraed reduction in reporte of tor-
ture, lllegat detentions, and
“disappearances.”

o Considerable Improvement Ia treats
ment of polilical prisoners. Ahout %
pereona remain imprisoned on
security-relsicd charges.

« The release of 4,000 political
prisoners over the past several years,
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